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WASHINGTON E. C., ,

NCLE SAM has a keen appre
ciation of the value - of a

iendly Interchange of per
sonal letters. His young

i

Sammies, "somewhere In France." and
his marines and Jack Tars, who see
that their brothers In IthakV arrive on
French soil, Will have advantages for
getting letters' from home "scarcely less
than those of" us who remain fo watch
so anxiously their selfless efforts to-

ward world democracy.
Though letters are not to be address-

ed bv America mothers, wives, sweet 4ir;i5l --f"wn fithearts and friends, designating or even
suggesting the location of the unit
where the addressee may be, the city of
Bordeaux is to serve as the base post

It 3.
K. n urn "wiiiliifioffice of the American troops in

France. The man most of us would
nrobablv think: of as "the American
Army oostmaster in France," but whom

b

the Postmaster General calls the
United States Army poeta agent in
Europe, is Marcus H. Bonn. Mr. Bunn,
who is now in Bordeaux, organizing the
base office, its possible routes, its nu-
merous details and elastic contingen-
cies, is, in the normal course of events,
in the office of the second assistant
postmaster general.

Mr. Bunn has had experience with
military mail service in nearly all of
our island possessions and has associ-
ated with him several men as fully ex-

perienced as himself, according to in-

formation tendered by the Post Office
Department . As superintendent, of
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A MILITARY FOSTAI, STATION IIV CAMP AT TIMS W $PANIsU-Ajp;BICA- WAR.
POS f OFFJCB OM V. S. 8. FLORIDA..

jains we"rf Retailed to duty with this
hrgnqh . of work. For a lime riiliy
Tfi,0K) piece of. mail were bandieddaily. In addition to the help from
the army there were twenty-nin- e

this difficulty is not anticipated new,
under a vaster scheme of thinks.. In an
effort to get to Cubp without delay ftfld
there establish postal service for the
benefit of the Army and Navy, IuisKemnner. appointed United States costal

credit has been established in Europe,
and this government will have the
privilege of drawing upon it as the sit-
uation necessitates. This arrange-
ment, it is said, will prevent all anx-
iety concerning the capturing or sink-
ing 'of ships carrying money to cash

be more lads standing at the wicket
windows .with hearts anxious for news
from.liO"me.

On board ship there are two'rnen pbml- -
traineu man cierKs in attendance.

and sends on deck all those oagerly
awaited letterF the. mail clerks' sw?ep-- - .
(ng day has nrrived, and no mistake.
It is sorted out first, of course. I used
to help one of the men, who was a
friend of mine, in this end of tpe labon.
1 rather, liked it. Special - deliverieswere always given out right away, aa"
in the gelieral order of things on land,
where p'dst c!Tic-- s have the kindlier

ddr(?!,sed1 United States pojnt b Denartiwnt sso1d,ers of eped.ttonary forees 1 navy mall elePks. These men are re- -
F'rance .should bear the designation of

send certain amounts each month to the
oredit-o- f this attempt to create a nest
roll. ... . - -

Would you think- - there were mail boxes
on battleships? There are. and exactly
the same- - as you see hare and there on the
streets of any city, col lac t ions being made
aci'Oi ding to 'BcirecruIS.' no less than those
attended to by the clocklike precision of
the other collectors iii gray, who make
their rounds In mall wagons. When the
men get word that mail Is leaving .the
ships at such and such a time, word la
passed around and all hands get htisy

oulred to furnish bond to the denartment
and in addition to their resrular nay inthe division, regiment, company and

organization it intended to reach.

pay warrants.
Upon the appointment of Mr. Bunn as

head of the postal service agency the
Post Office Department issued an order
which provided for lower rates of post-
age than- - usual between this country
and the sister republic. Post cards, let-
ters and Drtnted matter to and from the

me xavy tne chief cleric receives ssu a
This in addition., of course, to the nama 1 mBttv, while tils assistant gets $15. In faculty of standing still while theand address or the: writer, postage clerks work.addition to the regular nydl they also

handle a. hloriev lirdn'r business. A mall

agent for Cuba,-- was permitted by ClaraBarton to take passage on the Red Crossship hs State of Texat when finding
himself as far as Tampa, Fia., with no
vessel sailing under war orders for pernaps ten days.

It Is understood that there were
heroes connected with this postal serv-
ice so begun; that much illness re-
sulted, and one, if not two, deaths ofmen who tried to make their appointed
work have more .than material value.In an effort to get mail to the sol-
diers a man . named Brewer, who gave
up his life in this postal serice atone time bought a horse for $110, hireda native with a. nony and set off to

army forces were put on the same basis
as such mail sent within our own bor writing letters. It follows that the as- - "My friend and his assistant used to
ders for delivery. All postmasters have

makln collections hi. ha. m P"".? night, .often until .10 o clockbeen so informed, and under sucn a pro

riven proper attention, etc. All post-
masters have orders to forward mail
addressed "American Expeditionary
Forces" to New York city.

"There (s no provision at present for
parcel post service," Postmaster Gen-
eral Burleson announced in a recent
bulletin. "And postmasters should re-
fuse to accept for registration letters
containing money or other valuables.

vision a letter from Manila to trance
will be carried for 2 cents, just as if it
were being sent from New York to Phila

clerk off duty for a time, and In Washing-
ton recently, told one of the young men in
the recruiting division of the Navy who
bad been Interested in the post office af-
fairs of the department that since the
fleet had been away from shore duty at a
certain point on one pay day which, fol-
lowed the declaration of war with Ger-many $12,000 in money orders was sent
out, from one of the active ships to rela-
tives or as bank deposits. A number of
the bluejackets have savings accounts, re-
gardless of the prevailrhg idea that sail-
ors lire "spendeis," and they religiously

delphia. ' ' ...As a further privilege, soiaiers let

juet as if he were on duty on cement
sidewalks Instead of roiling deck.
These letters are taken down- - below,
where the office is .located, are canceled
there and Sent upstairs again to' be taken
from the ship. This la the first collection.

But there is another, for. about every
Jackie on board has been feverishly writ-
ing letters since word of the outgornfj-mal- l

Important papers which can be dupli

after a .heavy mail had come In when
we were uwny from a principal port.
The hardships a mail clerk works
under on board a battleship, ura not
Imaginary. The confusion of the close
quarters he is of necessity stationed
in, the jconstaot passing-- to and fro of
the men, the iwegulsr hours and the
roll of the .boat :all these combine to

ters" so indorsed by field officer or
chaplain may be transmitted to their
destination without the vestige of a
stamp. A C. O. D. delivery of this sort

see that the .officers and men, campedeighteen miles away, over impossible
mud roads, in the rainy season, got
their mail. His letter to an associate
in the Washington post office is stillpreserved. In part, it says: "This
mail is needed at the front, ft con-
sists of official documents from Wash-
ington, besides family letters that will

is more welcome tnan such packages
often are. So if Frank Smith of Corn--

i.i. m i.iijj ,i WJ iXitown. ' S. v.. or siunevam van rtens- -
was iFsueo, ana tne nrtai collection Is al-
ways swollen. This one Is made Just
about" five minutes before the ipall bags
leave the ships. "Many are the letters
written during the last fifteen minutes ofgrace." laus:hlnrlv said vounar-- re. lif- -

salaer of New York, up state, hasn t a
nenn v to his soldierly name, tnat s a
small matter if he wants to write to ij be appreciated Tilt Post Office I)e--Ipartment must not be charged with grin of Lieut. Porterfield's force In the remother or te girl he lett Demna mm.

cated may he accepted for registration,
but patrojis should be informed that
indemnity will not be paid for lost reg-
istered mail. 'the public should he
warned that it is not safe to inclosecurrency in letters under any circum-
stances, and that money orders sheuld
be used fje - transmitting money to
members of the expeditionary forces."

Jack Tar's post office is not a new In-

stitution, though It may take on a new
furbelow or two because of the exi-
gencies of the war sitfiatloh. .And, fur-
below or not, a battleship post office,
where. a young man in those wider-a- t
the-he- m blue trousers may walk up to
the wicket for his mail, just as if he
were in the neighborhood of Park row
and Broadway or the Main street post
office in Strlngtown on the Pike, is
something to touch the imagination.
"Somewhere in British waters," some

b i- !
Hi

cruiting division of the Navy Department.
.

"Mail." continued this young officer
who has helped the mall, plerks on 4il
training ship, the Arkansas, many a
time, "when the fleet Is away from anv

Branch post offices here and there, as
the war ministry of France advises, Will
be directed according to the needs' of the
troops In the field. The sale of stamps
the arrival and departure of mail and
the issuance of money, orders have all
been worked into the general ' plan, to

rauure to deliver . mail matter prop-
erly addressed." He died soon afterthis trip, as a result of eitpdsure.

The unfortunate conditions-o- f sani-
tation are said to have had much to do
with the irregularities and attendanthardships of post office employes in
Cuba. Yellow fever, spreading very'
rapidly at one period, made mail de-
livery and collection among the troops
an impossibility for a time. There was
a great deal of discussion When the
basts of the present system of military

JOHX H. COLLIER,
AVko arts as money order cashier of the

ITnlted States Array post office In
Dordeanx.

make the job no sinecure."
"The mail is sorted by divisions. . the

petti', officer In charge of each division
reporting at the.potit office after an-
nouncement has been made that mail
Is ready for delivery. Each petty of-
ficer . la, lh turn, responsible for the
delivery ot.nial! tp Ufa men. Of couino,
there are often hoys he can't find, and
this mall la returned by him to the
office, so i not to go astray while
the men are, In all probability,

with duties which demand theirpresence elsewhere. For registered
mail a list is posted, and men having
this kind of mail addressed to them are
required to report at the post office.
The mall clerks, I like Caesar, knowevery one of the 1.P00 men on board
ship, und pa the addressee of this
class of Tr.nA needs no Inentiflcation.
as one would naturully suppose. It is
intM-astin-

. to - remember that the
clerks, the chief clerk nt least, must
know not only every man's , face anil

transportation there is George T. Leake. the satisfaction of both French and
St Houston. Tex., who was selected for American officials, and as it appears now

there will be post offices on wheels.the post in France because of his serv
where in the blue Mediterranean, or,
maybe, "where the dawn comes trp like
thunder, outen China 'cross the bay"

principal port, comes by the dispatch
boat, whose duty it Is to collect mail
from all ships. Mall clerks from the
various ships bring their letters, pack-
ages, etc., over the rail to this- boat,
which doesn't tarry louji again-lik- e
thjfc postman pn. land but 'is soon on
its .way to. the next ship. The V. 8. 5.
Yankton, when J was in .the fleet, was
called the mall boat, and when the
fleet is going away from a special
Dirt the mall must necessarily be re-
ceived at Irregular intervals. It really
is very, interesting to see the excite-ment the arrival or a mail boat creates.
There isn't a mnn who Isn't binalni;

post omces was maae, tn iss. One dis-
tinguished army officer is reported to
have announced: . "Our men are here
to be taught how to shoot Spaniards,
not how to shuffle postal cards,'-- ' .

Field post offices were established in
Various military camps, the one at the
Chickamauga National- - Park bain far the
most important..-- . Rqugh temporary
buildings were erected for this purpose
in the various training; camps at a cost
of $250 " or $300. A number of chap- -

These are called by the Army and the
Postmaster General . "mobile post of-
fices." Various kinds and conditions of
conveyances may be drawn into the serv-
ice. These vehicles will both collect and
deliver mail intended for or concerned
with khaki-cla- d lads whose home ad-
dresses are appended with "U. S. A."

During the Spansh-Americ- war it is
said that considerable difficulty was had
at some of the military camps in secur-
ing quick or regular means of transport-
ing mail, private conveyances-finall- hav-
ing to be resorted to by the Post Office
Department, and contracts made with
the owners of these for stated periods.

ices connected with military mail on
the border. Maj. Clinton L. Wright, as-
sistant postmaster, at Norfolk, Va, is
detailed by the War Department to go
to Bordeaux as superintendent of fi-

nance, whilp the Washington post of-
fice is represented by John H. Collieri
who will be money order cashier.

Our soldiers will hot be paid in gold
or currency of the United States. They
will be offered their choice of checks
or French money. Many of these
checks will be mailed back home for
cashing by relatives or for deposit in
home banks in the sender's name. For
the carrying out of this plan a vast

in many places and in many climes are
our floating post offices seen.

One would never think that a sailor
or marine sent out or received so many
letters and packages until permitted to
see a crowd of bluejackets cheerfully
jostling one another in a seemingly
endless line before the slim-barr- win-
dows which screen the mail clerksworking like the proverbial Trojans to
get the mail stamped and delivered.
And now, in the business of war, when
the Navy is greatly increased, there will

the division he Is In, but his full name
as well. Yes, mnil clerics are regular
enlisted- - men of the Navy.

"What would a week's mail amount
to? Well, probably thirty sacks, on theaverage, for each ship, under normal
circumstances. In port mail Is recoivrcd
nnd distributed about six times a drcy.

to.
over the rail or holding on to a fellow
who fcot there first.

"The insignia of the Yankton Is a
yellow f flag with a roundball. in. theA MAIL CI.E:RK ON OM! OF THE

SHIPS OF THK ATLANTIC FLtSBT, When ships are In the navy-- yard thecenter. When she cpmes steaming up .mail service Is regular

Alsmerican. Woman Called '"The of the Woode Legs"
BY AXICE KOHE.

Special Corregpondenee
ROME,

successive nights Ig- -

FOR
three

again.i

the war, an . ally of the Fiftria. Thereis a decided hope in .their hearts, too,
and fliat Is that the American soldiers
won't need wooden legs..
' "Wouldn't it be awful if America kept
all' her wooden legs nt home?" Inter-rupted qne who is waiting. "It can't
be done., though., now we're allies."

Mrs. Thomas Nelson Tiifje ha given.
5,000 lire, to M.ra. Green's wooden leg
fund, and, nccbMinc; to recent infor-
mation, forty nrtiflcinl legs have beenordered from America.

Sapelli prayed to the Ma-th- at

he might walk

brought at another time by Mrs. Greento the villa. But, alas, it was for a
man whose leg had been amputated
abo-W- the knee instead of below.

And Lorenzo why, Lorenzo begged
with all the passion of his Italian soul
that his leg be cut off to fit the arti-
ficial one so he could go home with an
American leg which his signora had.brought him.

"Do you wonder I love these boys and
want to put them on their feet?" In-
quired Mrs. Green as she was leaving
the Yi'la where she had taken long

their feet again. And when they stand
it will be upon good American legs. , ,

It was Ignazio's prayer- - that made
Mrs. Green a specialist In artificial
limbs. Indeed, what she does not
know on the subject' is scarcely worth
knowing.

Mrs. Green is of the California
Crockers, a, daughter of Clarke Crock-
er, a cousin of Mrs. Charles B Alexan-

der and Mrs. J. Sloat Fassett of New
York. In Rome," where she has been a
prominent of the American
colony W the past four years, she is
considered a most capable and effica-

cious organizer and executor of relief

On the morning of the fourth day,
as he lay in the Hospital Reglna Mar-gherit- a,

his prayer was answered.
The anawer came in the person of

a "signora Americana,"- - and from the
moment she looked upon Ignazio's poor,
mutilated limbs, feet frozen in the
Adamello and then amputated, she has
consecrated her time to artificial

am roDCB or dressing gowns lor tnelegless men who are sensitive abouttheir mutilated stumps.
had just visited the workshop

where Director Bull; an American, who
Is the wonder Qf. the Italians, was over-
seeing the making of wooden leirs on

It Was Time.
A TOXCRRSSJIAN said tlie other day
".of the ombargo on neutrals' food:
"It wn time yes, more than time-t- hat

We cave the Vriltrats n slrnnirhint that we wanted them to stop feed
work. ' i

When he-w- ar broke out she helped
the T3elgians; then, when Italy entered

the American plan. Director Bull hag
two wooden legs, having lost both in a
railroad a.ident, but he absolutely de-
fies detection, .'atnrally, the longing of
the- Italian soldiers to have American
wooden legs Is all the stronger slnre
Director Bull rides a bicycle, jumps and
dances about and walks as nonchnlriutly
as though his nether limbs were of flesh
and bone instead, of wood.

The Villa Miraflori, once a royal, villa,
belongs to. the American school and

mzzhm ii Vk mil " iife?s?t rth conflict and Mrs. Thomas Nelson
Page, wife of the United States am-

bassador at Rome, opened her splendid

ing our enemies.
"Yes. wllh our food going to the neu-

trals so that the nrutrnlH could sendtheir own rood to Germany iirid thewar in Its third year It was quitetime for u.i to speak up.
"We were. In f.--ct. In the position ofthe host juirt hosiers whose puestsBtoved on till 1 o'clock in the morning. "The host, when It struck 1. sawthat something positively mfirt hodone, so ,hc. iurned to his wife witha. pleasant laugh nnd slrt:"'Hadn't we better get to- bed, mvlove? Our frienda may want to begol rrg." "

ouvroir for the Italian wounded, Mrs.
Green became its director. Her man-
agement of this quiet, unostentatiousE 7r waa turned over to the Italian gov-

ernment. It Is used as a convalescent
home for the mutilated who are trainedbut work, supervising the

volunteer American helpers, dispensing n various occupations. Cameo carving
and bookbinding are among the trades.
but the wooden leg Industry is the one
which inspires the soldiers.

.

Here Dr.' Delia Vedova teaches the
boya to work on artificial limbs to the
best advantage possible, with the ma-

terial at hand. The original plan was
to Introduce pn American artificial
limb plant, but lack of proper Ameri-
can wood . and other obstacles has made
that pfolect a bit difficult. Despite the

aewing to the soldiers' wives, oversee-
ing shipmnts, has been a notable rec-
ord of efficiency.

But one day Mrs. Green- visited the
Hospital Regina Margherita, where the
boys who have lost limbs on the bat-
tlefields are treated before being moved
to the Villa Miraflori to become trained
In some useful occupation. She saw
three handsome young fellows, one
with both eet amputated, the other
two with their right legs gone. From
one of them she heard of Ignazio's
prayer to the Madonna. It was told
imply in answer to her questions a--

to their hopes for the future.
Mrs. Green looked at the fine young

The Point.
TP" RKXB VIVIAN! of the" French commission has impressed
the country with hla eloquence.

They tell a story of M. Viviani'syouth. He had accepted ri invitationto address a political meeting, and halaunched into his maiden speech withtrepidation. But he carried all beforehim and when he purposed to sit downthere were loud cries of:
"Go on! Keen her up! Go on?"

vni c.l J -- lllKtia MlKKl,"(JH-- ' rou LEFT TO RIGHT) GIOVANNI AltlOKI. iNA7,IO SAPKLLI ANO
LOBFJVZO UlfiS CAPO.

fact that the American wooden legs

-- ly Vi " i

' "

1 .

are the lightest and most desired, cer
words written upon a slip of-- - paper. tain red tape hae made It exceedingly

hard for Director Bull to. go ahead onfor my wooden leg from America thatmy American signora Is getting me. I
want to have it from her."

The devotion of Lorenzo De Capo is
rani American rjroerressl ve nrinclnles
An objection to having an American
named plant, and American named legsnathetic. He has such a longing for has caused nttcnes in tne work or nt

"Do you renTly wish me to go on'"said M. Vivlani.
"Yes! Yes! Go on! Go on!" shoutedthe audience.

. "Then this Is the exact point." saidM. Vivian i, "where a capable speakersit down."
And dovn he sat amid greater ap-

plause than ever before.-

ting oUt the boys. Mrs. Green, however.

in; tune there was a hundred-lir- e note."
r The nexf day an American woman at
the embassy came up "to her. , - -

"You don't know .how that story of
the prayer to the Madonna touched me,"
she eaid. "Please take this hundred-lir- e

note to help get a leg for one of your
boys." The same day another note was

having at heart the welfare of her

wooden legs is unquenchable. There Is
Giovanni Ariost;. who refuses to acceptany other knowledge on the subject of
artificial limbs except such as comes
from his American signora. Giovanni'sleg was torn away by an Austrianshrapnel on Col di Lana, and he. firstof all of these-thre- e mutilated soldiers,was to be fitted to a leg. But he re-
fused.

It must be ifnderstood that the pro-
curing of artificial limbs from Americain these war times Is no easy natter.One day an American woman who wasinterested, through-th- e American clear

charges, says a leg oy any other name
would serve a well, and she gets her
American legs for her boys one after

fellow, a hopeless derelict, whose
faith was urging his prayers to the
oi.!nr:a. Then and there she decided
the.i the Madonna wculd answer his
prayer.

But the wistful look of Giovanni and
Lrenso, his companions, haunted her.
The next day, at the American em-
bassy ouvroir,- she told of the boys
whose sinfple faith war. brinslng an
answer to hia prayer. ;

"The trouble is, - though' said' Mrs.
Green, "I have only enough money forone of ny three soldiers iiid there are
thos other two longing for Americanlegs, and- - I have not the heart to dis-
appoint them. X wonder If I should pray
to the Madonna." .

That night an envelope was slipped
under the door of Mrs. Green's room
In her hotel. On it was written, "From
the Madonna." Inside was a fifty-lir- e
note. There was no card, biit Mrs.- -

nis Aoruzil Home, hut without his
promised American leg he does not want
to return.

At last, one day, Mrs. Green arrived
at the villa with an artificial limb. It
was a fine American leg that worked
to perfection. Lorenzo, quivering with
anticipation, was lifted frcjm'hia chair
and the leg was fitted' on. It was the
right length, but when poor Lorenzo
put it on the knee shot away above the
eojnd one. And here is where one
learns that Italians are shorter in theleg from the knee down than Ameri-
cans. Of course, Lorenzo couldn't take
the American wooden leg, and has to
wait for one especially made for him.

Still another misadventure was to
befall him. A fine artificial leg was

The Dessert. -

AN official said at a dinner, apropos
of a ship controversy :

"These wooden ship champions showan ignorance of aetunl conditionswhich reminds me of the farmer's wife'"The farmer was describing to h'swife a supper that their city daughter
had given.

" 'The he cniil lnlT

MR. CAR O.MAE) CROCKGli CREBN,

limbs. The "signora Americana" Is
Mrs. Caroline CrocHr Green. That Isa name, however, the boys at the Villa
Miraflori cannot pronouaa Instaad,
they call her "The Madonna of the
Wooden Tegs." Mrs. Green's friends
laugh &t the tit!e until they know thestory. Then the pathos behind the
name - given her by boys from the
Italian trenches, who have lost their
limbs for the Fatria, overcomes the
impulse to "joah" this big-heart- ed

American woman wilo is beloved by
Italy's soldiers. Her mission in life is
to put these Italian boys literally on

another. Delia Vedova has cone much
and it is his earnest destre to see the
plant perfected on American lines and
to teach the boys the trade of making
"American legs."

So far the Italian government- - ha?
made no provision to. supply artificial
limbs to its armless and legless men,
and for tftat reason the work of Mrs.
Green has been indeed like a prayer
answered by the Madonna.

"I was given a sum by friends in
America to dispose of as I thought best."
said Mrs. Green, '"and I intend to put
it all In artificial legs." ,

The boys at Miraflori are all
that- - America has entered;

given Mrs. Grfeenv "I keep thinking
about that prayer to the Madonnp," the
donor said, "how I. wish all those boys'prayers could be answered." i

And so It went on until within threedays, without asking for a penny, Mrs.
Green had 1,500 lire, With that money
the poor mutilated soldiers became "lrboya" and forever more; the prayer to
the Madorma and wooden legs, un-poe-

but practical) will be associated
in Rome with Mra. Green.

The devotion of these Italian soldiersto their American Madonna of the

ing house of the Italian mutilated,
came to the Villa Miraflori with a
wooden leg. It was for one of. herspecial charges, but, alas, it was aright leg, and her patient had lost hisleft leg. She approached Giovanni andoffered to give him her precious wood-en leg, which was a fit for him, sincehis had not arrived from America. Gio-
vanni gased at the artificial limb, butshook his head firmly:

"SignOTa," he said. "I prefer to wait

full wnmiH tin 'i' arlaw n't..,.. ,

do you know, Hiinnah?Greep knew that an American girl
studying abroad had officiated In thename of the Madonna. The next morn-
ing came another letter with the same

r, . ,cmlr?e 1 know, Hiram,' said ehe.
i. ..... .1.. , .. M near


